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BURGH  OF  JOHNSTONE. 


Health  Report  for  Year  1928 


To  the  Provost,  Magistrates 
and  Councillors  of  the 
Burgh  of  Johnstone. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the 
year  1928. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  W.  SYMINGTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Johnstone, 
March,  1929. 
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Burgh  of  Johnstone. 


Report  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for 
the  year  1928. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  area  of  the  Burgh  is  411  acres,  and  the  population 
(estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  to  the  middle  of  1928) 
is  12,265.  This  gives  a density  of  population  of  29'84  to 
the  acre. 

Births.— During  the  year  293  births  were  registered, 
148  being  males  and  145  females,  giving  a birth-rate  of 
23'9  per  1000  of  the  population.  This  number  is  a slight 
increase  on  last  year’s  birth-rate,  which  was  the  lowest 
recorded  in  the  Burgh.  The  following  table  is  given  for 
comparison  : — 


Births  registered  in  1914  ...  ...  357 

,,  „ 1915  338 

,,  ,,  1916  324 

,,  ,,  1917  296 

,,  ,,  1918  298 

,,  ,,  1919  331 

,,  ,,  1920  378 

,,  ,,  1921  328 

,,  ,,  1922  540 

,,  ,,  1923  381 

,,  ,,  1924  314 

,,  ,,  1925  316 

,,  ,,  1926  518 

,,  ,,  1927  285 

,,  ,,  1928  295 


The  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  is  19 '8,  and  for 
the  small  burghs  taken  collectively  the  average  is  17’9. 
The  birth-rate  in  Johnstone  compares  favourably  with  these 
figures. 
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Illegitimate  Births. — These  births  registered  during 
the  year  number  15,  which  more  than  double  the  figure  for 
the  previous  year  and  give  an  illegitimate  birth-rate  of 
5'1  per  100  of  the  total  births.  This  figure  does  not 
necessarily  represent  the  true  illegitimacy  rate  in  the 
Burgh,  as  enquiries  showed  that  many  of  the  mothers  had 
no  previous  connection  with  the  town.  The  illegitimate 
rate  for  Scotland  is  7 '4,  two  points  higher  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  the  rate  in  the  small  burghs  averages 
7 ‘3  per  100  registered  births 

Deaths. — The  deaths  registered  (including  those  in  the 
Cottage  Hospital)  as  occurring  within  the  Burgh  number 
112,  of  which  three  were  transferred  out.  Fifty-seven 
were  transferred  in  making  a nett  total  of  166  deaths. 
This  is  an  increase  of  seven  on  the  figures  for  the  previous 
year,  which  were  the  lowest  yet  recorded.  The  rate  for 
the  Burgh,  corrected  for  transfers,  is  13 ’5,  while  the  rate 
for  the  whole  of  Scotland  during  the  same  period  is  13 ‘3 
per  1000  of  the  population,  and  for  the  small  burghs  1 3 T . 
The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  for  the  Burgh 
since  1914  : — 


Deaths  registered  in  1914  ...  ...  203 

,,  ,,  1915  239 

,,  ,,  1916  207 

,,  ,,  1917  160 

,,  ,,  1918  195 

,,  ,,  1919  190 

,,  ,,  1920  182 

,,  ,,  1921  175 

,,  ,,  1922  199 

,,  ,,  1923  177 

,,  ,,  1924  186 

,,  ,,  1925  177 

,,  ,,  1926  185 

,,  ,,  1927  159 

,,  ,,  1928  166 


The  fifty-seven  deaths,  which  fall  to  be  transferred 


in, 


occurred  in  the  following  places 


Western  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  ...  ...  2 

Ruchill  Hospital,  ,,  ...  ...  1 

Redlands  Hospital  for  Women,  Glasgow,  1 
Claremont  Terrace  (Nursing  Home),  ,, 

Wilton  Crescent  (Nursing  Home),  ,,  1 

Bellahouston  (Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospital), 
Glasgow,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Crookston  Hospital  (P.I.),  Neilston,  ...  1 
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Royal  Alexandra  Infirmary,  Paisley,  ...  12 

Craw  Road  Hospital  (P.  I.),  ,,  ...  14 

Riccartsbar  Asylum,  ,,  ...  3 

Barshaw  Maternity  Hospital,  ,,  ...  1 

Auchentorlie  Maternity  Home,  ,,  ...  1 

Fresh  Air  Home,  Peesweep,  ,,  ...  1 

Combination  Fever  Hospital,  Johnstone,  10 
Other  places,  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


57 

The  principal  diseases  to  which  the  deaths  are  attributed 
are  : — Cancer,  17  ; Heart  Disease,  12  ; Pneumonia,  16  ; 
while  diseases  of  early  infancy  and  malformation  account 
for  11.  Cancer,  although  the  deaths  are  fewer  than  in 
the  past  five  years,  continues  to  be  the  most  prominent 
disease  contributing  to  the  death-rate.  Pneumonia  and 
other  epidemic  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system,  including 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  caused  in  all  41  deaths, 
while  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  caused  16  deaths. 
Taken  together,  this  shows  that  one-third  of  the  total 
deaths  was  attributable  to  chest  conditions. 

Infant  Mortality* — Twenty-two  deaths  were  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age,  which  is  the  same  figure  as  in  the 
previous  year.  This  gives  a rate  (corrected  for  transfers) 
of  75  per  1000  births,  which  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in 
the  Burgh. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  Scotland  is  86,  and  for 
the  small  burghs,  taken  collectively,  it  is  74  per  1000  births. 
The  principal  causes  of  the  deaths  of  infants  during  the 
year  may  be  summarised  thus  : — 


Measles,  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Whooping  Cough,  ...  ...  ..  2 

Influenza,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Broncho-Pneumonia,  ...  ...  2 

Gastritis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Marasmus,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis,  ...  ...  1 

Jaundice,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Congenital  Malformation  of  Heart,  ...  2 

Congenital  Extraversion  of  Bladder,  ...  1 

Spina-Bifida,  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premature  Birth,  ...  ...  ...  5 


Infectious  Diseases  Rate. — Deaths  from  the  principal 
infectious  diseases  number  14,  and  give  a rate  of  1T4  per 
1000  of  the  population  ; while  the  same  rate  for  the  whole 
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of  Scotland  is  0'71,  and  for  the  small  burghs  0'49.  The 
rate  for  the  Burgh  in  the  previous  year  was  only  0'41,  but 
the  epidemic  of  Measles  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  under 
review  caused  10  deaths,  while  the  Whooping-  Cough  which 
followed  caused  4,  making  14  deaths  ag'ainst  5 for  the 
previous  year. 

Tuberculosis  Rate.  —Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  also 
show  an  increase  over  the  previous  year,  and  give  a rate 
of  1 '55  for  the  Burgh  compared  with  0‘97  for  Scotland  and 
0'87  for  the  small  burghs. 

Vaccination  (Scotland)  Act,  1907.  — The  Returns 

of  Statutory  Declaration  of  Conscientious  Objection  number 
91,  and  the  following  table  gives  the  figures  since  1918  : — 


Conscientious  objections  to  Vaccination  in  1918  ...  119 

,,  ,,  1919  ...  128 

,,  ,,  1920  ...  107 

,,  ,,  1921  ...  112 

,,  ,,  1922  ...  112 

,,  ,,  1923  ...  134 

,,  ,,  1924  ...  100 

,,  ,,  1925  ...  133 

,,  ,,  1926  ...  110 

,,  ,,  1927  ...  Ill 

,,  ,,  1928  ...  91 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

By  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Scottish  Board  of  Health,  in  virtue  of  their  powers 

under  Section  15  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897, 

' hereby  call  upon  every  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector 

of  a Burgh  to  prepare  a Report  for  the  year  ending 

31st  December,  1928.  The  Report  shall  include  : — 

(a)  A general  account  of  influences  and  conditions  injurious 
or  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  Burgh,  and  of  the 
measures  that  in  his  opinion  should  be  adopted  to 
improve  those  conditions. 

The  economic  state  of  the  Burgh  continues  to  be  the  most  adverse 
condition  affecting-  the  health  of  the  people,  and  the  trade  outlook 
at  the  close  of  the  year  was  if  anything  slightly  wdrse  than  at 
the  commencement.  The  continuous  state  of  under-nourishment 
which  so  largely  exists  must  retard  the  benefits  which  would 
naturally  follow  on  the  improved  housing  conditions,  and  public 
health  work  is  at  present  an  effort  to  avert  permanent  damage 
to  the  health  of  the  young.  A scheme  which  the  Town  Council 
is  putting  into  force  will  provide  work  for  about  ninety  men, 
and  will  be  of  great  benefit  ; but,  unfortunately,  such  schemes 
can  affect  only  a small  proportion  of  the  unemployed,  and  are 
at  best  palliative.  No  great  improvement  in  the  health  of  the 
Burgh  can  be  looked  for  until  the  normal  trade  of  the  town  has 
been  revived. 

{b)  A statement  of  the  general  enquiries  he  has  made 
during  the  year  of  any  special  enquiries  as  to  sanitary 
matters,  and  of  any  matters  as  to  which  he  has  given 
advice  or  granted  certificates,  including  any  action  as 
to  offensive  trades. 

The  Slaughter-house  and  Bake-houses  within  the  Burgh  were  visited 
and  found  satisfactory.  No  action  was  necessary  regarding 
sanitary  matters,  but  two  certificates  were  granted  under 
Section  69,  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1S97.  There  are  no 
offensive  trades. 

(c)  A statement  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  supply  and 
its  sufficiency  for  all  domestic  and  sanitary  purposes. 

The  Paisley  Water  Commissioners  continue  to  provide  the  Burgh 
with  an  abundant  supply  of  water  for  all  purposes. 

[d)  A statement  as  to  the  efficiency  or  otherwise  of  the 
drainage  system  of  the  Burgh,  and  of  the  methods  of 
sewage  purification  and  disposal,  and  any  suggestions 
for  their  improvement. 

The  water-carriage  system  of  drainage  and  the  septic-tank  system 
of  sewage  disposal  are  in  use  in  the  Burgh.  One  sewer  falls 
into  the  River  Cart. 


k 


9 


( e ) An  account  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  pollution  of 
rivers  or  streams  within  the  Burgh,  the  sources  and 
nature  of  any  such  pollution,  and  any  action  taken  to 
check  it. 

No  action  was  taken  on  account  of  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams 
within  the  Burgh. 

(/)  An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1925,  dealing  specifically  with  (i.)  the 
sufficiency  of  working-class  dwellings,  (ii.)  the  habit- 
ability of  existing  dwellings  and  the  action  taken  to  deal 
with  defective  or  uninhabitable  dwellings,  (iii.)  any 
schemes  under  consideration  or  contemplated  for  the 
improvement  of  insanitary  areas  under  Part  II.  of  that 
Act,  and  (iv.)  the  action  taken  where  instances  of  over- 
crowding have  been  ascertained  or  suspected.  In  regard 
to  (i.)  information  should  be  given  as  to  the  number 
of  houses  estimated  at  31st  December,  1928,  as  then 
required  adequately  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  district 
of  the  Local  Authority  (including  houses  required  to 
replace  houses  at  present  occupied  that  should  be  closed 
and  demolished). 

Under  the  above  Act  the  Local  Authority  has  bought  and  demolished 
some  of  the  worst  properties  in  the  Burgh.  Of  the  168  houses 
which  at  31st  December  1927  were  in  course  of  construction,  96  were 
completed  and  occupied  during  1928.  At  31st  December  1928, 
there  were  104  houses  in  the  course  of  construction.  It  is 
difficult  to  say  if  these  104  houses  will  do  more  than  replace 
defective  houses  which  are  still  occupied,  but  a fresh  survey  of 
the  area  is  contemplated  in  the  near  future. 

(g)  An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Act,  1926. 

This  Act  does  not  affect  the  Burgh. 

( h ) A statement  showing  whether  any  conditions  have 
arisen,  or  are  expected  to  arise,  pointing  to  the 
expediency  of  a town-planning  scheme  for  the  proper 
control  of  farther  development. 

There  is  little  if  any  ground  to  feu  within  the  Burgh  ; therefore, 
when  any  fui  ther  houses  have  to  be  built,  it  would  be  more 
expedient  to  build  outside.  The  Local  Authority  is,  however, 
a member  of  the  Clyde  Valley  Regional  Planning  Committee. 

(z‘)  A statement  as  to  the  causes,  origin  and  distribution  of 
diseases  within  the  Burgh,  and  the  extent  to  which  the 
same  have  depended  on  or  have  been  influenced  by 
conditions  capable  of  removal  or  mitigation. 

The  year  opened  with  an  epidemic  of  Measles,  which  continued 
unabated  until  the  end  of  April.  The  other  infectious  diseases 
were  Scattered  throughout  the  year,  and  did  not  assume  epidemic 
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form.  As  the  Burgh  lies  in  proximity  to  Glasgow,  Paisley  and 
Greenock,  being  linked  up  with  them  by  bus  service,  any 
marked  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  in  one  or  other  of  these 
towns  soon  finds  its  way  here.  The  deaths  during  the  year 
from  infectious  disease  were  few,  and  nothing  occurred  calling 
for  special  measures. 

(j)  An  account  with  tabular  statements,  showing  the 
incidence  of  infectious  disease  both  notifiable  and 
non-notifiable,  with  special  reference  to  pneumonia  and 
Encephalitis  Lethargica,  and  of  the  action  taken  to 
prevent  the  outbreak  and  spread  of  such  diseases,  with 
special  reference  to  arrangements  for  the  supply  of 
diphtheria  anti-toxin  and  to  any  use  made  of  the  Schick 
and  Dick  tests  of  susceptibility  to  diphtheria  and  scarlet 
fever  respectively,  and  of  the  recently  developed  methods 
of  artificial  immunisation  against  these  diseases.  Where 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  information  showing 
the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in 
houses  of  different  sizes,  he  should  record  it  in  tabular 
form  under  this  heading. 

No  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  occurred  during  the  year,  and 
the  pneumonia  cases  (influenzal  and  acute  primary)  numbered  24. 
Of  this  number  17  were  given  hospital  treatment  and  7 were 
allowed  to  remain  at  home,  as  the  isolation  was  considered 
satisfactory.  Artificial  immunisation  is  not  practised  in  the 
Burgh,  but  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  supplied  to  medical  men  upon 
application  to  the  Local  Authority  in  necessitous  cases.  The 
three  cases  of  enteric  fever  notified  occurred  in  a family  living 
in  one  of  the  new  housing  areas.  The  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital  for  observation,  but  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  in 
one  case. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious 

disease  during  the  year  : — 


Number 

Removed 

Disease 

of  Cases 

to  Hospital 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

31 

29 

Diphtheria 

24 

22 

Erysipelas 

5 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

3 

0 

Chickenpox 

14 

0 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

15 

11 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

9 

6 

Measles 

138 

5 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

16 

5 

261 

84 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

21 

S 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

11 

0 

293 

92 
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The  subjoined  table  shows  the  prevalence  of  disease 
according  to  domicile  : — 


Disease 

No. 

OK 

Apartments 

Totals 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

17 

5 

3 

1 

1 

31 

Diphtheria 

2 

7 

3 

6 

3 

2 

t 

24 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

1 

3 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

2 

3 

Chickenpox 

5 

4 

3 

1 

1 

14 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

4 

7 

3 

1 

15 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

4 

4 

1 

9 

Measles  - 

38 

72 

23 

2 

3 

138 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

8 

16 

Totals 

63 

127 

41 

15 

7 

3 

3 

2 

261 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  material  sent  by  Medical 
Practitioners  in  the  Burgh  and  carried  out  at  the  Combination 
Fever  Hospital  numbered  63,  and  were  as  follow  : — 


Specimen 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Sputa 

2 

17 

19 

Swabs 

13 

29 

42 

Widal 

2 

0 

2 

17  46  63 

[k)  An  account  of  any  changes  that  have  taken  place  during 
the  year  in  (i.)  the  hospital  accommodation  available 
for  persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  in  general 
and  from  smallpox  in  particular,  (ii.)  the  means  provided 
for  the  conveyance  of  such  persons,  (iii.)  the  houses  of 
reception,  and  (iv.)  the  arrangements  for  the  destruction 
or  disinfection  of  infected  articles  ; and  observations  on 
the  adequacy  of  the  present  provision  for  each  service 
and  on  the  use  made  of  such  provision. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  this  service  during  the  year.  The 
recent  epidemic  of  Influenza  and  Pneumonia  has  shown  that  the 
hospital  accommodation  is  inadequate.  Admission  of  cases  of 
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Erysipelas  has  had  sometimes  to  be  delayed.  The  Speirs' 
building'  is  in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  Smallpox.  Infectious 
cases  are  removed  to  the  Combination  Hospital  in  new  motor 
ambulance  from  that  institution.  Disinfection  of  premises  is 
carried  out  as  a matter  of  routine  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

(/)  A statement  showing-  (i.)  the  number  of  closures  of 
schools  or  part  of  schools  recommended  and  the  number 
carried  into  effect  ; (ii.)  the  several  periods  for  which 
the  schools  were  closed  ; (iii.)  the  nature  of  the 
infectious  disease  that  was  the  cause  of  closure  ; and 
(iv.)  the  reasons  that  led  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  recommend  closure. 

No  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  owing  to  infectious  disease  ; 
and,  in  any  case,  closure  of  schools  is  not  customary  in  this  area. 

(jn)  A statement  of  the  facilities  available  for  the  treatment 
of  persons  suffering  from  venereal  diseases  and  any 
suggestions  for  their  improvement. 

The  facilities  available  are  the  same  as  in  former  years,  and  treatment 
is  given  at  the  following  centres  : — 

Males. 

Royal  Infirmary — Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  at  1-30  p.m. 

Western  Infirmary — Tuesday  at  5-30  p.m.  and  Wednesday  at 
11  a.m. 

Victoria  Infirmary — Saturday  at  9-30  a.m. 

Bellahouston  Dispensary,  87  Paisley  Road — Frida}-  at  6 p.m. 

Corporation  Dispensary,  67  Black  Street — Monday,  Wednesdav 
and  Thursday  at  6 p.m.,  and  Friday  at  2 p.m. 

Females. 

Central  Dispensary,  63  Black  Street — Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  at  9 a.m.  and  12-30  p.m.,  and  Thursday  and  Friday 
at  12-30  and  6 p.m. 

Western  Infirmary — Thursday  at  5-30  p.m.  and  Friday  at  11  a.m. 

Victoria  Infirmary — Tuesdaj'  at  9-30  a.m. 

Bellahouston  Dispensary,  40  Morrison  Street  — Wednesday  at 
6 p.m. 

Baird  Street  Reception  House — Wednesday  and  Friday  at  10  a.m. 

Children. 

Central  Dispensary,  15  North  Portland  Street — Monday  and 
Wednesday  at  10  a.m.,  Friday  at  5 p.m.  and  Saturday  at  9 a.m. 

Sick  Children’s  Hospital  Dispensary — Monday  and  Thursday  at 
2 p.m. 

Baird  Street  Reception  House — Wednesday  and  Friday  at  10  a.m. 

Eye  Cases  Only  (Both  Sexes). 

Eye  Infirmary  Dispensary,  Charlotte  Street — Monday,  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  at  5-30  p.m. 

In  Paisley — Craw  Road  Hospital  is  now  available  for  treatment 
of  Venereal  Diseases. 
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(«)  An  account  of  the  work  done  under  the  tuberculosis 
scheme,  with  a note  of  any  new  measures  adopted  and 
additional  facilities  provided  or  made  available  during 
the  year. 

The  Tuberculosis  Scheme  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

( o ) A statement  of  the  arrangements  made  and  work 
performed  under  the  scheme  of  maternity  service  and 
child  welfare,  and  of  other  relevant  particulars  in  the 
revised  form  appended  to  circular  Public  Health  No.  6, 
dated  20th  December,  1927. 

Details  of  the  work  of  Maternity  Service  and  Child  Welfare,  drawn 
up  in  accordance  with  the  Board’s  Circular,  will  be  found  at  the 
end  of  this  Report. 

( p ) A Report  on  the  working  of  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907. 

The  Burgh  has  a scheme  for  Maternity  Service  and  Child  Welfare. 

(q)  A statement  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  Part  II. 
of  the  Midwives  and  Maternity  Homes  (Scotland)  Act 
1927,  with  particular  reference  to 

(1)  total  number  of  Maternity  Homes  registered  in  the 

area  ; 

(2)  total  number  of  beds  in  such  homes  ; 

(3)  applications  registered  or  refused  or  registration 

cancelled  during  the  year  ; and 

(4)  inspections  made  during  the  year. 

There  are  no  Maternity  Homes  in  this  area. 

(r)  A statement  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Acts,  with  particular  reference  to 

(1)  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Authority  for 

bacteriological  examination  of  samples  in  terms 
of  Sections  20  and  21,  and  notes  on  any  samples 
examined  ; 

(2)  any  action  taken  in  connection  with  milk  consigned 

from  other  areas,  or  the  detection  of  dirty  milk 
(Section  4 (3)  of  the  Act  of  1914)  ; 

(3)  any  outbreak,  not  previously  reported,  which  has 

been  spread  by  milk  or  milk  products  ; 

(4)  the  progress  of  milk  grading  in  the  district  ; 

(5)  any  other  action  taken  under  the  Acts. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Sampling  Officer  under  the  above  Acts, 
and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  made  when  considered 
necessary. 
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(.v)  An  account  of  the  work  done  under  Section  43  of  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act  1897  for  the  inspection  of 
meat  and  other  articles  of  food,  and  a statement  of 
work  done  or  of  arrangements  that  ought  yet  to  be  made 
under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  (Scotland) 
1924  ; observations  in  slaughter-houses,  oversea  meat, 
unsound  food,  food  inspection  and  particulars  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  premises  where  goods  are  manu- 
factured, prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Slaughter-house  is  a qualified  Meat 
Inspector.  A Veterinary  Surgeon  examines  animals  intended 
for  food,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  Shop  Inspector. 

(/)  A report  on  the  work  done  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  and  the  Public 
Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  with 
observations  on  any  special  questions  which  have 
received  or  require  attention. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  the  Sampling  Officer  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts. 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum.— As  required  bv  the 
Board’s  circular,  dated  16th  July,  1921  (N.M.  & C.  III.,  1921), 
I have  to  say  that  no  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  has 
resulted  in  appreciable  loss  of  vision  so  far  as  I know. 

A tabular  statement  of  the  administration  of  the  Factory 
Acts  in  workshops  and  work  places  is  appended. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  W.  SYMINGTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1928, 
for  the  BURGH  OF  JOHNSTONE, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factor}'  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  and  WORKPLACES. 


1— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including-  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises 

1 

Number  of 

Inspections 

2 

Written  Notices 
3 

Prosecutions 

4 

Factories  

Including  Factory  Laundries 

26 

0 

0 

Workshops  

Including  Workshop  Laundries 

47 

2 

0 

Workplaces  

Other  than  Outworkers'  Premises 

6 

0 

0 

Total 

74 

2 

0 

2— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Particulars 


Nuisance*  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :■ 
Want  of  cleanliness  .. 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances 
q .,  1 insufficient 

sanitary  I un3u]table  or  defective 

aceomm  d t n f not  separate  for  sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  W orkshop 
Acts:— 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101)  .. 

Other  offences 

Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
and  offences  under  the  Sections  men- 
tioned in  the  Schedule  to  the  Scottish 
Hoard  of  Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921. 

Total 


Number  of  Defects. 


Found 


Remedied 

3 


Referred 
to  HM 
Inspector 
4 


Number 

of 

Prosec’  t’ns 
5 


"Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
and  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


M.  W.  SYMINGTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Johnstone,  March,  1929. 

To  the  Local  Supervising  Authority 
of  the  Burgh  of  Johnstone. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  Section  23  of  the  Midwives 
(Scotland)  Act,  1915,  I beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  Administration  of  that  Act  for  the  year  1928. 


1  The  list  of  Midwives  who  have  given  notice  of 
their  intention  to  practise  in  this  Area  has 
already  been  sent  to  Central  Midwives  Board 
for  Scotland. 

2 Births  in  Area  or  District. 

Total  number  of  Births  notified  during  1928  ...  305 

Total  number  of  Deaths  of  new-born  children 
within  ten  days)  during  1928  ...  ...  ...  7 

Actual  number  of  Births  attended  by  Midwives 
during  1928  ' 211 

Actual  number  of  Deaths  of  new-born  children 
(within  ten  days)  occurring  in  the  practice  of 

Midwives  during  1928  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Actual  number  of  cases  not  attended  by  a Doctor 

or  IV  idwife  during  1928  ...  ...  ...  ..  Nil 

3 Case  s of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1928  ...  ...  5 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice 
of  Midwives  during  1928  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  where  confine- 
ment not  attended  by  a Doctor  or  Midwife 
during  1928  Nil 
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4  Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1928  ...  ...  3 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  1928  ...  ...  Nil 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice 
of  Midwives  during  1928  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  where  confine- 
ment not  attended  by  a Doctor  or  Midwife  during 
1928  Nil 


5  Cases  of  Still-birth  (Dead  Born). 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1928  ...  ...  10 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice 
of  Midwives  during  1928  ...  ...  ..  ...  5 


6  Cases  of  Emergency. 

Total  number  of  Cases  of  Emergency  in  which 
medical  practitioners  have  been  called  in  under 
Section  22  of  the  Act  during  1928,  distinguishing 
the  different  classes  of  emergency 


Delayed  Labour  ...  ...  ...  16 

Laceration  of  Perineum  ...  ...  4 

Adherent  Placenta  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rachitic  Pelvis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premature  Exhaustion  ...  ...  1 

Temperature  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Prolapse  of  Cord  ..  ...  ...  1 

Condition  of  Child  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  1 


28 

7  General  Report  on  the  working 
of  the  Act. 

Puerperal  Cases — (l)  Case  was  of  high  temperature  only 
,,  (2)  Amended  Diagnosis  “ Mastitis,” 

removed  to  Alexandra  Infirmary, 
Paisley. 

,,  (3)  Abortion. 

The  Act  continues  to  work  smoothly,  no  complaint  having 
been  received  against  any  Midwife. 


Yours  faithfully, 


M.  W.  SYMINGTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Maternity  Service  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme. 


BURGH  OF  JOHNSTONE. 


ftflHUAL  REPORT  1928. 

The  following  account  of  the  work  is  drawn  up  in 
accordance  with  the  Appendix  to  the  Board’s  circular  dated 
20th  December,  1927,  regarding  the  Annual  Reports  by 
Sanitary  Officers  : — 

1 Infantile  Mortality. 

A.  Number  of  deaths  (including  3 transferred  in),  22 

B.  Rate  per  1000  births,  75. 

C.  Number  of  deaths  and  rate  per  1000  births  classified 

according  to  Age  Groups  and  Causes  of  Death  : — 

AGE  GROUPS. 


Age 

Number 

Rate 

Under  1 week 

6 

20 ’47 

1 week — 4 weeks  ... 

4 

13  65 

4 weeks — 3 months 

4 

13 '65 

3 months — 6 months 

1 

3'41 

6 months — 12  months 

7 

23 '89 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Disease 

Number 

Rate 

Measles  ... 

5 

10'23 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

6'82 

Influenza 

1 

3'41 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

3'41 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

6'82 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
Malformation 

11 

57'54 

Other  defined  Diseases 

2 

6 '82 
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2  Births. 

A.  Number  of  births  registered  (corrected  for  transfer)  293 


(1)  Legitimate  ...  ..  ...  ...  278 

(2)  Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

B.  Number  of  births  notified  ...  ...  ...  306 

C.  Number  classified  according  to  attendance 

at  birth  : — 

Doctor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Midwife  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  211 

Institution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Unqualified  Person  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  Number  of  Still-births  (4  males,  6 females)  10 

3  Maternal  Mortality. 

A.  Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  Miscarriage 

or  Child-birth  Nil 

B.  Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  Puerperal 

Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


4 Report  under  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915. 

This  will  be  found  in  tabular  form  at  the  end  of  the 
Report.  There  were  10  Midwives  on  the  local  roll,  and 
these  were  inspected  from  time  to  time.  Two  of  this 
number  left  the  district  towards  the  close  of  the  year,  and 
their  names  were  deleted  from  the  register. 

5 Home  Visitation. 


Class 

Number  visited 

Total  visits 

A. 

Infants 

568 

2033 

B. 

Children  (1 — 5 years) 

442 

1100 

C. 

Expectant  Mothers 

58 

97 

Total 

1068 

3230 

6  Voluntary  Health  Visitors’  Report. 

A few  ladies  assist  at  the  Clinic  with  the  weighing  of 
babies. 
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7  Ante-Natal  Consultations. 

One  session  per  week  of  one  hours’  duration.  Total, 
49  sessions. 


A Total  number  of  Expectant  Mothers  attending:  38 

B.  Total  number  of  Attendances  ...  ...  89 

C.  Classified  summary  of  conditions  found  : — 


Anasmia  ...  ...  ...  3 

Anasarca  ...  ...  ...  3 

Albuminuria  ...  ...  1 

Adenitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Constipation  ...  ...  5 

Sickness  ...  ...  ...  2 

Styes  ...  ...  ...  1 


Tonsilitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1 

Nervous  ...  ...  ...  1 

Under-nourished  ...  ...  7 

Normal  ...  ...  ...  10 

Varicose  Veins  ...  ...  2 


D.  (l)  Number  of  cases  referred  to  ante-natal  wards  2 

(2)  , , ,,  family  doctor  4 

(3)  ,,  treated  at  Clinic  ...  ...  32 


8  Post-Natal  and  other  Consultations. 

Number  of  attendances,  311. 


9  Child  Welfare  Consultations. 

One  session  per  week  of  one  hour’s  duration.  Total, 


49  sessions. 

A.  Number  of  Children  attending-  : — 

(1)  Under  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  148 

(2)  Over  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  ..  89 

B.  Total  number  of  attendances  : — 

(1)  Under  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  567 

(2)  Over  one  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  158 


C.  Summary  of  Illnesses  recorded  : — 


Adenitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chickenpox ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  15 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  5 

Debility  ...  .>..  ...  19 

Respiratory  Disorders  ...  26 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningitis  (T.B.)  ...  ...  1 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ...  1 

Mental  Deficiency  ...  1 

Otitis  2 

Skin  Affections  ...  ...  21 


Surgical  Conditions,  viz.  : — 
Hernia,  Abscess,  Phimosis 


and  Tongue  Tie  ...  19 

Digestive  Disorders  ...  43 

Eye  Affections  ...  ...  4 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sprain  ...  ...  ...  1 

Burns  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rickets  ...  ...  ...  4 

Congenital  Defect  ...  1 

Normal  (weighing  cases)  67 
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10  Special  Treatment  Centres. 

(1)  Teeth. — No  dental  treatment  is  given. 

(2)  Eyes. — Clinic  cases  are  referred  to  the  Victoria  Eye 
Infirmary,  Paisley. 

(3)  Other  Ailments. — Cases  are  referred  to  the  various 
institutions  in  the  vicinity. 

(4)  Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinic. — Nothing  has  been 
arranged  with  regard  to  Sunlight  Treatment. 

11  Nurseries,  Kindergarten  and  Play  Centres. 

There  are  none  in  the  Burgh. 

12  Food  and  Milk. 

A.  Number  of  persons  in  respect  of  whom  applications 

were  made  for  food  or  milk  : — 

(1)  Mothers,  94. 

(2)  Children,  61. 

B.  Number  of  cases  certified  on  medical  grounds  as 

requiring  food  or  milk  : — 

(1)  Mothers,  81. 

(2)  Children,  53. 

C.  Number  of  cases  under  “B”  certified  as  necessitous  : — 

(1)  Mothers,  81. 

(2)  Children,  53. 


13  Measles  (Partial  Notification). 

A.  Number  of  cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  138 

B.  Number  of  deaths  (1 ) from  Measles  ...  ...  10 

,,  ,,  (2)  from  Sequelae  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Number  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  5 

D.  Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits  ...  ...  57 

E.  Special  staff,  if  any,  engaged  for  epidemics  ...  None 
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14  Whooping  Cough  (Partial  Notification). 


A.  Number  of  cases  notified 

B.  Number  of  deaths  (1)  from  Whooping  Cough 

,,  ,,  (2)  from  Sequelae  ... 

C.  Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  ... 

D.  Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits  ... 

E.  Special  staff,  if  any,  engaged  for  epidemics  ... 


16 

4 

Nil 

3 

3. 

Nil 


15  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

A.  Number  of  cases  notified  (l)  by  doctor  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  (2)  ,,  midwife  ...  3 

,,  ,,  (3)  ,,  institution  ...  Nil 

B.  Number  of  cases  in  which  infection  is  gonococcal, 

Unknown 

C.  Number  of  cases  treated  in  residential  institution  Nil 

D.  Number  of  cases  in  which  there  was  appreciable 

loss  of  vision  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


16  Maternity  Homes  or  Hospitals. 

There  are  none  in  the  Burgh. 

17  Homes  for  Unmarried  Mothers  before  and  after 

Confinement. 

There  are  none  in  the  Burgh. 

18  Hospitals  for  Sick  Children. 

Cases  are  referred  to  Glasgow,  as  there  is  no  hospital  in 
the  Burgh. 

19  Convalescent  Homes. 

20  Boarding-out. 

21  Home  Helps. 

22  Educational. 

23  Other  Agencies. 

Nothing  is  done  in  the  Burgh  under  the  above  headings. 

24  Other  Provisions. 

Acute  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  cases  are  treated  in  the 
Combination  Hospital. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Grant. 


Control  and  Treatment  of  Measles  and 
Whooping-  Cough. 


For  the  year  ending-  15th  May,  1928,  first  cases  of  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough  occuring  in  children  under  five  years 
were  as  follow  : — 

1 Measles. 

Number  of  Cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  155 

Number  of  Cases  removed  to  Hospital  ...  10 

Total  number  of  days  in  Hospital,  ...  ...  355 

Average  number  of  days  in  Hospital,  ...  35 '5 

Number  of  cases  still  in  Hospital  at  15th 

May,  1928  5 

Number  of  Deaths  in  Hospital  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Deaths  occurring  at  home  ...  4 

2 Whooping  Cough. 

Number  of  Cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Cases  removed  to  Hospital  ...  Nil 
Total  number  of  days  in  Hospital  ...  ...  Nil 

Average  number  of  days  in  Hospital  ...  Nil 

Number  of  cases  still  in  Hospital  at  15th 

May,  1928  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  in  Hospital  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  occurring  at  home  ...  2 


I RETURN  of  CASES  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  notified,  Ac.,  during  tho  Je„  „nding  ,1>t  mg 


DISEASE. 


Number  of  Cases  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


At  all 
ages 


At  Age — Years. 


Under 

Year 


I 

5 

i5 

25 

45 

65 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

under 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

5 

i5 

25 

45 

65 

wards 

Cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital 


Cases 
not  re- 
moved to 
Hospital 


Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever- 
Typhus  Fever 
Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Crou 
Erysipelas  . . . 

Puerperal  Fever 
Cholera 

Relapsing  Fever 
Continued  Fever 


4 Phases  specified  in  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 


Malaria 
Dysentery  ... 

Infantile  Paralysis 
Polio-Encephalitis  ... 
Encephalitis  Letbargica 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 
Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Total  of  A and  B 


Cases 
notified  in 
a previous 
year  and 
removed  to 
hospital  for 
the  first 
time  during 
1928 


q-Dise.ses  to  which  the  Provisions  .f  the  Infectious  Disuse  (Notification)  Act  haee  ten  extended  by  the  Local  Authority 


SUte  ”*me  »Md..ofe »»re  treated  John, Combination  Hospital  and  Sanatorium, 

_uatnley  Sanatorium,  Bridge  of  Weir  Sanatorium  and  Craw  Road,  Paisley. 
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